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I have always enjoyed looking into the future. I’ve been that way since | was a
kid. The future was a fun thing to think about. I grew up on Captain Kirk and
Spock and | saw Star Wars seven times the first week it came out. | read every-
thing Isaac Asimov and Robert Heinlein (futurist science-fiction writers) ever
wrote. | know now that both of these guys were a little cuckoo, but that doesn’t
necessarily make me one too, right? 1 just like thinking about the future.

I like thinking about the future of Crestview as well. I’ve said it before, “I
Terry Rials, Pastor believe the best days of Crestview Baptist Church are in front of it, not behind
it!” I can imagine what ministry here will be like in the next three, five, and ten
years. | know that we had better do things right today to position us for what is next. I know if we
want a great harvest someday, we had better purchase some seeds and get them planted today! That’s
the principle of the harvest — no planting, no harvesting. I’m planting — that’s for sure. I’m working
with John Dugas about doing some teacher training right now. We started doing RAs and GAs again
on Wednesday night because no other program produces the same result in the lives of young people
down the road as these do. | am preparing our Panama mission training right now. We prepare now
so God can use us in September.

Think of it this way: A successful future results from a series of excellent choices. | pray the choices
that | make today are the correct ones because | know they will have impact upon my future life

and ministry. I know well that one poor choice can have lasting ramifications. The decisions of the
church will affect us in the same way, whether positive or negative. As a church, we have some very
important decisions to make in the very near future, but don’t let that scare you. It is far worse to

do nothing than to follow what we believe to be the will of God. The writer of Hebrews reminds us,
“...without faith, it is impossible to please God.” In reality, when we trust in ourselves, the outcome
of every decision is uncertain. But decisions made while trusting God for the outcome are always
sure.

I like looking into the future, but | don’t have a crystal ball. | am neither a prophet nor the son of

a prophet. I don’t have ESP; | have ESPN! I don’t know what God wants to do with Crestview in
2010, but I know we have to mature in our faith and take huge steps of faith to realize what God has
planned for His people. Be faithful, Crestview!
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